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We believe that the chapter on depressed fractures of the skull 
should be a little more radical, and that on fractures of the spine 
a great deal more radical. The indications for operation should be 
more sharply drawn in “encSphaloc&les," according to whether the 
tumor contains cerebrospinal fluid alone or brain tissue. In the 
presence of a divided spinal cord the author advises that it may be 
sutured, although nothing will come of it Suspension of a chloro- 
formized child for the reduction of gibbosity by traction and 
moderate compression is advised. Primary suture of the severed 
nerves is not recommended, unless the ends are easily found, the 
author preferring to wait until healing of the wound in the soft parts 
has taken place, because of the more favorable results of secondary 
suture. In the treatment of facial neuralgia, prolonged medical 
treatment, especially with opium and antipyrin, is counselled before 
resorting to operation. 

The illustrations, for the most part original, are numerous and 
clear. The text shows a vast amount of research in which the 
labors of the American surgeon have not been overlooked. The 
work will be of great value to the surgeon who, although daily 
invading the abdomen, has necessarily a very limited experience in 
most of the affections which the author has so admirably studied. 
It is the physician, however, who, even to a greater degree, needs 
to read a book of this sort in order to sufficiently appreciate the 
resources of the surgety of the nervous system. F. T. S. 


Morphology and Anthropology. A Handbook for Students. 
By W. L. Duckworth, M.A., Fellow of Jesus College, Cam¬ 
bridge University Lecturer in Physical Anthropology; Corre- 
spondant Etranger de la Soci4t€ d’Anthropologie de Paris. Cam¬ 
bridge: at the University Press, and the Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1904. 

This handbook is one of the Cambridge Biological series under 
the general editorship of Arthur Shipley, M.A, F.R.S. It covers 
most of the original work done on this subject by the author, and is 
well illustrated by drawings and diagrams taken largely from his 
dissections of the anthropoid apes and aboriginal natives of Aus¬ 
tralia. 

The opening chapter contains a brief but comprehensive his¬ 
torical review of the labors of Dr. Edward Tyson, Buffon, Lamarck, 
Blumenback, Camper, Darwin, Huxley, Broch, Tylor and others. 
The work contains chapters on mammalia in general and suborders 
of the primates—their anatomy, general and special, including 
dentition and embryology, anatomical variations, comparative 
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craniology and eraniometiy, osteology and morphology—recent and 
fossil. 


His general conclusions are that the modern Simiidre did not 
themselves figure in the ancestry of man, and that they are them¬ 
selves specialized in a high degree—more specialized in many ways 
than man, and more specialized than their own ancestors. 

The balance of evidence indicating that the line of human ancestry 
would, were the materials still available, be traceable down to the 
lowest primates, and even to the lowest mammals. 


He places the advent of man back to the early Tertiary epoch. 
He agrees with Turner that the aborigines of- Tasmania and Aus¬ 
tralia have furnished examples of the greatest concentration of ape¬ 
like characteristics; although themselves remarkably specialized 
in adaptation to their surroundings. 

He maintains that man holds a unique position among mam¬ 
malia, through the specialization of the cerebrum, giving him an 
exceptional development of self-consciousness, ability to formulate, 
communicate, and record ideas, enabling him to adopt methods of 
self-preservation hitherto unattainable by any other organism. 
He prophesies survival, evolution, and development of populations 
of mixed origin, showing that the least mixed races, like the Aus¬ 
tralian, Negrito, and Eskimo, are diminishing in numbers and 
are doomed to early extinction. 

The book is thoroughly scientific and scholarly, and may be 
looked upon as the most valuable contribution to this fascinating 
subject that has appeared in recent years. R. T. McK. 


Traitement des ankyloses par la resection orthopedique et 
l'interposition musculaire. Par le Dr. Alphonse Huguier, 
ancien interne laur&t des h6pitaux de Paris (M^daille d'aigent, 
1903), ancien aide d’anatomie h la Faculty de m£decine. Paris: 
G. Steinheil, editeur, 1905. 

The treatment of complete, intra-articular ankylosis is notor¬ 
iously unsatisfactory; forcible manipulations are not only useless 
but dangerous; osteotomy may correct a vicious position but does 
not give motion; while in certain situations resection may give 
motion but greatly weakens the joint The monograph of Huguier 
deals with the treatment of these cases by the interposition of mus¬ 
cular tissues between the joint surfaces, a method which, although 
carried out as long ago as 1893 by Helferich, may still be called new. 
That the method is not impracticable the author proves by his 
collection of 32 cases, including the jaw, shoulder, elbow, wrist, hip, 
and femoropatellar articulations; in 30 of these cases the new joint 
persisted. 



